





Our lllinois Dames were contacted by the City to see if we
would be interested in entering into a joint venture to restore and
preserve the house. As we had finished our participation in the
Lincoln Home and were looking for another project, we eagerly
agreed. A third party joined the partnership, the Chicago
Architecture Foundation. A joint agreement was signed by: the
City, who would own the house; the Chicago Architecture
Foundation, who would administer it; and our lllinois Society,
which would furnish the first floor in an accurate portrayal of
the 1835-1850s period, when the Clarkes were in residence.

Tremendous expenditures in time, money and donated
furnishings of the period resulted in the opening of the Widow
Clarke House to the public in 1982, when Mrs.John C. Munson
was president. Countless hours have been given by our members,
from serving on the Clarke House Committee, to fund raising, to
being docents, to inventorying the collection and to helping with
housekeeping chores. The office of Museum Properties
Chairman, held by Mesdames Charles H. Brown, John S.
Graettinger, Louis C. Duncan, Diane Curtis, Robert C. Hodgkins
and Jane Lord, has been a great responsibility and their leadership
has been outstanding. Other individuals who early on were prime
motivators in helping establish our relationship with Clarke House
were, Mrs. Gardner Brown, Mrs. Uri B. Grannis, Jr. and Mrs. Royce A.
Hoyle, Jr. In 1990, the Henry B. Clarke House was accredited by
the American Association of Museums. It is the first museum
house in llinois to receive this status and one of the first Dames
museum properties to do so.

A new agreement is now being drafted to reflect the substitution
of the Prairie Avenue House Museums (PAHM) for the Chicago
Architecture Foundation,which has changed its focus to exclude
its involvement with Prairie Avenue.

Over the years the Dames added to their original commitment
of furnishing and maintaining the first floor of the house, by
providing furnishings for all three floors, as well as a superb
introductory gallery In addition, the Dames now provide funds
for marketing and educational programs to reach the public and
Chicago schoolchildren. In order to more properly reflect
women’s role in history, the house will now be known as the
Henry B. and Caroline P Clarke House Museum.
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Throughout the past hundred years, the Illinois Society has
continued to support the National Society in historic and educational
efforts, has taken an active part in Regional meetings and training
for our officers and has been proud to have members serve at the
Regional and National levels. Elected to serve as officers of the
National Society were: Miss Cornelia Williams, Historian 1916-19;
Mrs. Holmes Forsyth, Vice President 1931-34; and Mrs. LaRhett L.
Stuart, Jr., Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer 1980-86.
Currently Mrs. Thomas J. Hoffmann is the Assistant Treasurer.
In addition, many of our lllinois Dames have served as chairmen
and members of National committees and on the Dumbarton,
Gunston Hall and Sulgrave Manor boards.

As the Illinois Society looks back over its 100 fruitful years, it is
especially proud of the part it played in the early years and
growth of The National Society of The Colonial Dames of
America. It is hard to say whether the outstanding women who
led the Society or the projects espoused by them have been more
significant to its history. Both have been important to its success.

In this abbreviated Centennial History, it has been impossible
to cite all the Dames who have played roles in the development
of the Illinois Society. Those who have been mentioned were just a
small sample of the many members who contributed their special
skills. Please also refer to the list of founding members, past
presidents and Roll of Honor members in this history.

What is our future? The flexibility in focus of both the National
and State organizations keeps The National Society of The Colonial
Dames of America in The State of [llinois vital and attracts new
members through its wide range of opportunities to serve. To
quote Mrs. Paul Blatchford, who wrote the forty year history of the
lllinois Society, “Let us not forget we are here because of distinguished
services rendered by our ancestors to our country in those early
days and mindful of our responsibility, use our leadership wisely”
We look forward to a successful second hundred years.
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ROLL OF HONOR

Mrs. Samuel H. Kerfoot
Mrs. Samuel M. Nickerson
Mrs. Henry S. Robbins
Mrs. John C.Welling

Miss Cornelia G. Lunt
Mrs. James M. Walker
Mrs. Robert B. Gregory
Mrs. William S. Potwin
Mrs. Henry B. Mason
Miss Cornelia B. Williams
Mrs. Paul Blatchford

Mrs. Holmes Forsyth

Mrs. Heaton Owsley

Mrs. Carroll S. Sudler
Mrs. Robert G. Peck

Mrs. William B. Greenlee
Mrs. John Crerar

Miss Anna P Williams
Mrs. Edgar J. Goospeed
Mrs. Howell B. Erminger, Jr.
Miss Frances Whedon
Mrs. Louis E. Laflin, Jr.
Mrs. Samuel G.Taylor, [l

Mrs. Thomas R. Gowenlock, 11

Mrs. Manly S. Mumford

Mrs. Charles P Sturges
Mrs. William T. Bacon
Mrs. Charles H. Brown
Mrs. Edward S. Price
Mrs. Richard H. Hobbs
Mrs. E Campbell Derby
Mrs. Gardner Brown
Mrs. Earle B. Fowler
Mrs. Gerald A. Sivage
Mrs. James A. Hynes
Mrs. LaRhett L. Stuart, Jr.
Mrs. Albert D. Williams
Mrs. Paul W. Guenzel
Mrs. Hunt Hamill

Mrs. Royce A. Hoyle, Jr.
Mrs. John W. Baird

Mrs. Louis C. Duncan
Mrs. John S. Graettinger
Mrs. John C. Munson
Mrs. Edgar J. Uihlein
Mrs. Charles S. Potter
Mrs. George W. Veness
Mrs. Donald R.Weber
Mrs. J. Jay Nichols

Mrs. Thomas J. Hoffmann
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Dumbarton House
Washington, DC
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PRESIDENTS

Mrs.Samuel H.Kerfoot ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 1895 - 1898
Mrs. Samuel M. Nickerson . . ... ... ... ........... 1899 - 1900
Mrs.Henry S.Robbins . . . .. ... ... ... .. ... ... 1901 - 1904
Mrs.John C.Welling .. ..... .. .. ... ... ... .... 1904 - 1905
Miss Cornelia G.bunt . ... ... ... ... ... . ...... 1905 - 1908
Mrs.James S Walker . . ... ... .. ... ... ... .. 1908 - 1909
Mrs.Robert B.Gregory ... ... .. ... ... .. ...... 1909 - 1911
Mrs.William S.Potwin . ... .. ... ... ... ... ....... 1911 - 1912
Mrs.Henry B.Mason . .. ... ... ... ... ... .... 1912 - 1916
Miss Cornelia B.Williams . ... .................. 1916 - 1919
National Historian 1916 - 1913
Mrs. Paul Blatchford . . ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ..... .. 1919 - 1922
Mrs. Holmes Forsyth . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 1922 - 1926
National Third Vice President 1931 - 1934
Mrs.Heaton Owsley .. ....... .. .. .. ... ......... 1926 - 1929
Mrs.Carroll H.Sudler . ... . ... ... ... ... ..... 1929 - 1932
Mrs.Robert Gray Peck . . .. ... ... ... L . 1932 - 1935
Mrs. William B.Greenlee . . . ... ... ... ... .. ..... 1935 - 1938
Mrs:John Crerar .. .. ... ... . . . ... ... .. 1938 - 1941
Mrs.Roy E. Sturtevant .. ........... [ 1941 - 1944
Mrs. Paul B.Magnuson. . ....................... 1944 - 1946
Miss Frances EEWhedon .. ...... ... ... ... ....... 1946 - 1949
Mrs. John S.Broeksmit .. ... ... .. ... ... .. . ..... 1949 - 1952
Mrs.Louis E.Laflin, Jr.. . .. ... .. ... ... .. ... ..... 1952 - 1954
Mrs. Edward S. Price . .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ... 1954 - 1957
Mrs. O. Paul Decker (Mrs. Edwin N.Asmann). ....... 1957 - 1959
Mrs. Richard L. Kennedy, Jr. (Mrs. Samuel G. Taylor,IH) 1959 - 1962
Mrs.J.Horton Fall, IIT. . . .. .. .. ... ... ... . ...... 1962 - 1964
Mrs.Richard H.Hobbs. . . . ... ... . ... . ... ... ... 1964 - 1966
Mrs.Charles H. Brown . . .. ... . ... . ... . ... ..... 1966 - 1968
Mrs. Hunt Hamill. . .. .. .. ... ... . .. ... . . ...... 1968 - 1970
Mrs. Gardner Brown .. ... ... ... . .. .. .. ... ... 1970 - 1973
Mrs.James A . Hynes .. ... ... ... .. ... ... . ... ... 1973 - 1975
Mrs. LaRhett L. Stuart,Jr. . . ... ... .. ... . ... . ..... 1975 - 1977
National Assistant Treasurer and National Treasurer 1980 - 1986
Mrs.Gerald A.Sivage . .. .. ... ... ... . 1977 - 1980
Mrs.Royce A.Hoyle, Jr. .. ... .. .. .. o oL 1980 - 1982
Mrs.John C.Munson . ....... . ... . ... . .. . ...... 1982 - 1984
Mrs. John W.Baird . . . ... .. .. ... . ... .. ... ..., 1984 - 1986
Mrs.Edgar J.Uihlein . . ... . ... .. .. .. . ... 1986 - 1988
Mrs.Donald R.Weber . ... ... ... ... ... ... ....... 1988 - 1990
Mrs.Thomas J. Hoffmann .. .... ... ... . ........ 1990 - 1993
National Assistant Treasurer 1994 - 1996
Miss Diane Curtis . . . ... .. .. . . ... ... 1993 - 1996
Mrs.Ralph A L.Bogan,Jr. . ... ... .. .. ... ... ... 1996 -
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Virtutes majorum filiae conservant
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